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Excerpt from Eighteen Treatises From the
MishnaThe circumstances which gave rise to the
translation of the following portions of the Mishna,
deserve a brief record in the annals of Jewish
History, and are as follows: -During one of the public
discussions that took place at the vestry board of
the Sphardim Synagogue, on the subject of revising
the liturgy used in that Synagogue, and for
improving its Public Worship, the opponents to
alteration took shelter under the authority of the
Mishna, and this led the advocates of improvement
to express their long entertained doubts as to the
divinity of the Oral Law. These gentlemen, on being
taunted with using arguments derived from p
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